Home Occupation Criteria
Carson City Municipal Code

18.05.045 Home Occupation. Uses which shall not be permitted as home occupations include
barber and beauty shops, food processing or packaging, real estate and law offices,
restaurants, cabinet shops, adult entertainment businesses, kennels (except for certified training
of three or fewer service animals), vehicle repair or similar uses.

All home occupations shall be subject to and must comply with the following provisions of this
Section:

1. Business license requirements. All home occupations must obtain a Carson City
business license and meet the requirements of this Section.

2. Sale of merchandise. Sale of goods, samples, materials, equipment or other objects on
the premises is not permitted. Home occupations shall not conduct business in person
with clients at the home address, with the exception of federally licensed gun dealers,
required by federal regulations to conduct firearm sales at their home location.

3. Size Limits. No more than 20% of the total ground floor area of the dwelling and
accessory structure may be used for home occupation.

4. Employees. No on-site office staff or business personnel shall be permitted in any home
occupation unless the employees are members of the resident family and reside on the
premises.

5. Character. The characteristics fo the structure shall not be altered, nor shall the

occupation within the dwellings be conducted in a manner which would cause the
premises to differ from its residential character either by the use of colors, materials,
construction, lighting or by signs, or the emission sounds, noises, dust, odors, fumes,
smoke, electrical disturbance or vibrations, or disturbs the peace and general welfare of
the area.

6. Traffic. Pedestrian and vehicular traffic shall be limited to that normally associated with
residential districts. Deliveries from commercial suppliers may not be made more than
once each week and the deliveries shall not restrict traffic circulation.

7. Storage. There shall be no outside storage of materials or equipment; no storage of
toxic or hazardous materials, including ammunition and gunpowder; nor shall
merchandise be visible from outside the dwelling.

8. Location. The home occupation shall be confined within the main building and/or
accessory structure as a secondary use of the residential use. When conducted in a
garage, the home occupation shall not permanently eliminate the use of the garage as a
parking space for a car, nor shall the bay door be open while the home occupation is
conducted within the garage.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Use of facilities and utilities. The use of utilities and community facilities shall be limited
to that normally associated with the use of the property for residential purposes.

Advertising. There must not be any public advertising which calls attention to the fact
that the dwelling is being used for business purposes. Telephone listings, business
cards, or any other advertising of the business, shall not include the dwelling address.
The name, telephone, and purpose of the home occupation may be advertising on not
more than one (1) vehicle which is operated by the resident or residents of the dwelling
in conjunction with the business. The home address may appear on letterhead and
invoices when the home address is also the business address.

Electromagnetic interference. Electrical or mechanical equipment which creates video
or audio interference in customary residential electrical appliances or causes fluctuations
in line voltage outside the dwelling unit is prohibited.

Fire safety. Activities conducted and equipment or material used or stored shall not
adversely change the fire safety of the premises.

Parking. No parking or placement of commercial vehicles such as trucks, trailers,
equipment or materials except one panel van or pickup truck, when used for personal
transportation.



